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“Then the Lord God said: it is not good that the man

should be alone” (Gen. 2, 18) God who said that man

should Not be alone, is not alone. God lives in community, in unity, Father,

Son and Holy Spirit.

Our God does not exist in solitary individualism but in a community of

love and sharing. God is not a loner. St. John tells us that God is Love. It is His

very essence. If love, there is a continuous activity of giving and receiving and

for this there is a need of more than one person. And the Bible unfolds us that

God has three persons. This is understandable not with our heads but with our

hearts. It teaches us that there are three distinct Persons in one God, sharing the

same Divine nature. Here, we are dealing not just with some terribly abstract

theological doctrine, still less with a mathematical contradiction that 1+1+1=1.

Mathematically 1+1+1= 3 but according to the Trinitarian mystery 1+1+1 = 1.

This is the mystery beyond comprehension. Let us not break our heads and

use calculators to find out how it is possible let us simply believe because

realistically speaking for the existence we need more than one, “for nothing

can exist without the other”(Theory of Relativity of Dr. Albert Einstein E=mc₂)

Franciscan Theology of Holy Trinity as unity and plurality can be a rich

pedagogy for fraternal life. One of the ways in which Holy Trinity as a model

for good community life is the unity of three persons in God. St. Bonaventure

uses the Latin word “circumincessio” to explain the unity and union between

Holy Trinity as a model for community life. Circumincessio corresponds to the

Greek word “perichoresis” that refers to the mutual indwelling or moving

around of the Trinitarian persons. We can interpret the word “circumincessio”

by dividing it into “circum-incedere”, that is, ‘to move around’. Thus, the
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original word ‘perichoresis’ suggests a ‘circular divine dance’ (from “choreo”

as in choreography”. Thus the Franciscan understanding of Holy Trinity is

dynamic, self-giving, self-emptying, self-transcending divine love, a supreme

model for the fraternal living.

Dear Brothers, as we celebrate feast of Holy Trinity the patron of our

Province, let us follow the example of Holy Trinity and live a good, healthy

fraternal life. Our life as Franciscans is manifested by our way of life in the

Fraternity. Let us be united in the fraternity for a good cause, let us be united in

the province for the good of one another and to give witness to the people

around as one brotherhood. May the Holy Trinity our patron bless our province

and bless all of us. Glory to the Trinity from whom all life and goodness comes!

Wish you a happy feast of the Province!

Fr. Joseph Dolphy Pias

Provincial Minister

Holy Trinity Province - Karnataka


